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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
December 8, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:02 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, members of the District, and members of the community.   

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Move:  New Business, Item A to New Business Item B, Commissioners Oath of Office 

 Add:  New Business, Item A, District Secretary Position 

 Add:  Unfinished Business, Item A, Commissioners Award 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Hause asked if there were future plans to open the stations for warming centers, cell phone 

charging, or something during storm events. 

 

Commissioner Rorie informed Mr. Hause that an issue was identified countywide and agencies 

throughout the county are reviewing their response. 

 

Commissioner Boling said the District’s fire stations also lost power during the windstorm.  The 

generator at Station 82 is not adequate to sustain power and heat for the building; staff is currently 

researching a replacement generator.  Discussion took place during the budget development process to 

open Station 82 as a community warming center - provided the generator issue can be addressed.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Commissioners Award – Commissioner Rorie shared a draft Fire Commissioners Award 

nomination form.  Per previous Board discussion, the award is intended to reflect individual/s who 

have displayed extraordinary performance within the District and also within the community. 

 

Commissioner Boling requested the new form be used in lieu of the previous nomination form. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

A. District Secretary – Commissioner Boling asked the Board to accept a motion that the District 

Secretary’s position be reappointed to Carol Trescott in a formal ceremony.  He recommended that the 

District Secretary take the same Oath of Office as the Fire Commissioners, and that her oath be 

notarized in conjunction with the commissioners. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To reappoint 

Carol Trescott to the position of District Secretary.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. Commissioners Oath of Office – Notary Gina Cozza administered the Oath of Office to the 

Commissioners and District Secretary: Andy Rorie, Lee Boling, Chuck Vyverberg, and Carol 

Trescott.  Each then signed a written oath which was notarized by Ms. Cozza. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. State Audit Results – Chief Nielsen reported the State Auditors completed a Financial and 

Accountability audit of the District for the years 2013 - 2014.  In all areas audited, the auditors found 

the District to be in compliance with applicable requirements, provided adequate safeguards of public 

resources, and was in compliance with state laws and regulations and the District’s own policies and 

procedures.  The areas examined included self-insurance, disbursement, procurements and purchases, 

and payroll.   

 

B. IT Status Update – Ptera has experienced several delays in their tower connection 

installations at Valleyford Church due to ice, windstorm, and the holidays.  Barring any new 

difficulties, they plan to complete the installation on December 9th.  Chief Nielsen confirmed the 

internet speed will be five up and five down and then increase to ten when Ptera completes their in-

house upgrade.  The firewall, NAS, and server hardware has arrived.  Once the final internet 

connection is made, installation of the hardware will begin.   

 

C. Member Satisfaction Survey Results – The Board received results of the recent Member 

Satisfaction Survey which is conducted annually per the District’s Strategic Plan.  Chief Nielsen said 

he was pleased with the results of the survey and acknowledged there is always room for 

improvement.  He plans to share the results with the membership.  

 

D. Support Services Division Update – Chief Long shared details on several new building 

developments within the District: the agency has begun community smoke alarm canvasing and 

installation events with aid from a grant provided by the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office; a 

medical information card program is being introduced which is similar to the Vial of Life project; 

District members will be conducting a Toys for Tots drive at Albertsons in Spokane Valley on 

Saturday, December 12th; and, the annual Santa float will make its annual appearance in 

neighborhoods throughout the District from December 17th through December 22nd. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 6:33 pm, Commissioner Vyverberg adjourned the meeting for Executive Session per RCW 

42.30.140 (4) (b):  That portion of a meeting during which the governing body is planning or adopting 

the strategy or position to be taken by the governing body during the course of any collective 

bargaining, professional negotiations, or grievance or mediation proceedings, or reviewing the 

proposals made in negotiations or proceeding while in progress.  Chief Nielsen requested that 

Assistant Chief Godfrey and Carol Trescott attend.  Executive Session is expected to last 20 minutes. 
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At 6:55 pm Commissioner Vyverberg announced that Executive Session would be extended for ten 

minutes. 

 

At 7:07 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back in session.  No decisions were 

made in Executive Session. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Lexipol Policy Program / Nicholson & Associates 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Chief Nielsen informed the Board that he was nominated to serve as the Area Fire Coordinator.  

The Area Fire Coordinator is the individual designated to Coordinate Spokane County Fire and 

Rescue Resources in the event of multiple major incidents, disaster situations, or other pre-

designated events requiring area-wide fire resources.  This is the first time a District 8 chief 

has been nominated to the position; Chief Nielsen will job shadow Chief Shaeffer. 

 The SCFCA Annual Dinner Meeting is Thursday, 01/07/2016, at the Ramada Inn. 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:11 pm. 

         

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


